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Sustainable Community  
Development Clinic  
Helps Launch Nonprofit
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Dean Anaya Named University  
Distinguished Professor,  
Receives Honorary Doctorate 

With approval by the Board of Regents, Dean 
S. James Anaya was named one of seven 
newly designated Distinguished Professors 
within the University of Colorado system.  
Distinguished Professors, of which there are 
only 57, are faculty members who demonstrate 
exemplary performance in research or creative 
work, a record of excellence in classroom 
teaching and supervision of individual learning, 
and outstanding service to the profession, the 
university, and its affiliates. Last fall, Quebec’s 
Université de Sherbrooke awarded Anaya an 
honorary doctorate for his work on human 
rights and indigenous peoples (pictured). 

In September 2018, the Constitutional Court  
of Guatemala issued a landmark decision on  
a dispute over a dam that encroached on  
the traditional territory of the Xinka indigenous  
people, suspending construction of the dam 
and mandating a process of consultation  
with the affected Xinka people. In doing so,  
the court relied on Anaya’s work for the  
underlying legal standards. Recently, at a  
workshop in the Kichwa village of Sarayaku  
in the Peruvian Amazon, Anaya spoke on  
international developments concerning the 
rights of indigenous peoples over the last  
few decades. Workshop participants included 
indigenous leaders from around the world.

Mueller Ranked Among Most- 
Cited Evidence Professors for  
Third Consecutive Year 

A report recently found Christopher B. 
Mueller, Henry S. Lindsley Professor of 
Procedure and Advocacy, to be the seventh 
most-cited evidence law professor in the  
U.S. This is the third consecutive year Mueller 
has been included in the top 10. Mueller  
teaches civil procedure, evidence, and  
complex civil litigation. His books are highly 
regarded and used in law schools across  
the country. The report was compiled by  
University of St. Thomas Professor Gregory 
Sisk and his colleagues.

Guruswamy Advises Litigants Challenging  
Attempted Constitutional Coup in Sri Lanka 

Lakshman Guruswamy, Nicholas Doman Professor of International Law, served as a pro bono 
advisor to one of the litigants in a case challenging the constitutionality of Sri Lanka President 
Maithripala Sirisena’s attempted coup d’etat. In October 2018, Sirisena purported to fire the duly 
appointed prime minister and appoint a new prime minister, who was unable to secure a parlia-
mentary majority needed to legitimize the appointment. Guruswamy advised the petitioners on 
matters of human rights and constitutional interpretations. In December 2018, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the president’s actions were unconstitutional. The president accepted the ruling and 
reappointed the fired prime minister, who is now the legitimate prime minster of Sri Lanka.

Faculty

Squillace to Teach  
Interdisciplinary Course on  
Climate Change in France 

Raphael J. Moses Professor of Law Mark 
Squillace will co-teach a course on climate 
change in Chamonix, France, this May. The 
course will be taught in partnership with the 
University of Colorado’s Masters of the Envi-
ronment Program and the Chamonix-based 
Research Center for Alpine Ecosystems. The 
center is one of the world’s preeminent non-
governmental organizations dedicated to the 
study of the effects of climate change on alpine 
environments. The course will focus on the 
effects of climate change on the Mont Blanc 
region. Students will visit Chamonix’s high- 
altitude research sites and learn about the  
efforts to document the effects of climate 
change on and around Mont Blanc.
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What impact will the technology that enables 
self-driving cars, robots, and drones have on  
the legal profession?

From films to news headlines, artificial intelligence, or AI, is often  
portrayed as a threat to many modern professions. It’s only logical,  
then, for lawyers to wonder: Should they be worried or enthusiastic?  
Will AI take over the legal profession as we know it—or will it bring  
more access to legal services and enable improved lawyering?

Associate Professor Harry Surden, a distinguished scholar in the areas 
of AI and law, regulation of autonomous vehicles, and legal automation, 
suggests most legal careers will remain safe. Rather than replacing 
lawyers, he says, AI can actually enhance legal work by streamlining 
mechanical tasks, thus providing attorneys with more time to spend  
on abstract reasoning and problem-solving.  

From software engineer to law professor
Surden’s background is somewhat unconventional for a law profes-
sor. As an undergraduate student, he simultaneously pursued courses 
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Despite these limitations, machine learning has been instrumental in 
producing many recent breakthrough technologies. For example, as 
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Making Human Rights Real

In a historic move, Colorado Law hosted the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights (IACHR) for its 169th Period of Sessions last fall.  
This was the first time the commission held public hearings in the  
United States outside of its Washington, D.C., headquarters and  
the first time hearings have been held at a law school. 

The week featured more than 35 public hearings on cases of alleged human rights  
violations across the Americas, including hearings on:

• The criminalization of social activists and journalists in Cuba

• Identification of the remains of migrants thought to have disappeared along the U.S.- 
Mexico border

• The use of fracking and the violation of human rights of communities and defenders of  
environmental and land rights in the Americas

• The right of Puerto Rican citizens to vote in presidential and congressional elections  
(a hearing attended by the governor of Puerto Rico, Ricardo Rosselló)

“Attending the hearings of the IACHR was a wonderful opportunity to learn firsthand about  
human rights advocacy. Not only do you get to see how the system works and how to litigate 
human rights cases, but you also learn so much from your professors’ perspectives and  
analyses, networking events, and the people who attended the hearings. Listening to stories  
from Nicaragua, Venezuela, and other countries in the Americas, and the commission's  
response to the issues that the regions face, is enlightening.”

Alejandra Gomez (LLM ’19)

100+  
human rights defenders,  

government representatives,  
academics, and  

others participating 

50+  
civil society organizations  

in attendance 

37  
public hearings held 

24  
members of the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights  

and staff present 

15  
countries represented 

3  
cases involving the U.S. 

Watch highlights at  
cu.law/IACHR.
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Stanley Pollack (’78)
Assistant attorney general, Water Rights Unit, Navajo Nation  
Department of Justice (retired) / Window Rock, Arizona
 
“Securing the Navajo Nation San Juan River in New Mexico Water  
Rights Settlement, ratified by Congress in Public Law 111-11, which 
authorized the construction of the Navajo-Gallup Water Supply Project. 
When completed, this project will have the capacity to provide water to  
a quarter of a million, mostly Navajo, residents in northwestern New 
Mexico and northeastern Arizona. Almost 40 percent of the Navajo  
people lack indoor plumbing with running water and live in severe  
poverty. The development of potable water infrastructure will have  
significant public health benefits and is an important step toward  
the economic development of these impoverished communities.” 

Aaron Hall (’08)
Partner, Joseph Law Firm, P.C / Aurora, Colorado

“Any time we are able to keep a family together, help a client become a 
citizen of the U.S., or get a client immigration status is a proud moment. 
One of my favorite cases was where the government had charged that 
our client was ineligible for a green card due to an allegation of a de-
cades-old deportation order. Due to that supposed order, our client, his 
wife, and two children were all ordered to be deported again. We were 
able to challenge the existence of the alleged decades-old deportation 
order in federal district court and eventually convince an immigration 
judge to approve every member of the family for green cards. Being part 
of a case where we take a family from the brink of a devastating deporta-
tion to permanent stability in the United States is extremely gratifying.”

Adam Severson (’11)
Robert. J. Golten Fellow of International Human Rights,  
University of Wyoming College of Law / Laramie, Wyoming 

“In Egypt and Thailand, I helped secure refugee status for more than  
100 political dissidents, land and labor rights activists, survivors of  
gender-based violence and torture, and religious and ethnic minorities.  
I also successfully defended asylum seekers and refugees accused  
of war crimes and serious nonpolitical crimes. 

At the University of Wyoming College of Law, I have supported  
ongoing litigation in Uganda’s Constitutional Court over access to  
basic maternal health care. An estimated 17 Ugandan women per  
day die in childbirth because they cannot access lifesaving medicines, 
adequately skilled health workers, or emergency obstetric care.  
Talented lawyers and health experts in Uganda and the U.S. have  
contributed to the litigation, which I am optimistic will ultimately lead  
to better health care for expectant mothers.”

Ryan Haygood (’01)
President and CEO, New Jersey 
Institute for Social Justice
Newark, New Jersey 

“Joining President Obama and  
civil rights legends in the 50th 
anniversary reenactment of the 
iconic Bloody Sunday march over 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in  
Selma, Alabama. After reaching 
the top of the bridge, Congress-
man John Lewis led us in a  
moment of reflection and prayer.  
I reflected on the way in which  
the march over this bridge,  
named after a grand wizard of  
the Alabama KKK, gave birth to 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
(VRA), which is widely recognized 
as the crowning achievement  
of the civil rights movement.  

I twice defended the VRA in the 
U.S. Supreme Court with a team 
of NAACP Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund (LDF) lawyers. 
I represented black voters in one 
of those cases, Shelby County, 
Alabama v. Holder, in which the 
Supreme Court struck down  
the VRA’s coverage provision as 
unconstitutional, leaving millions  
of voters of color vulnerable to 
voter discrimination. 

Within days of the decision, Texas 
implemented the strictest photo 
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To understand the relationship between 
indigenous peoples and their traditional lands, 
one need not look further than the indigenous 
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Support the Dean’s Fund for Excellence
The Colorado Law Dean’s Fund for Excellence enables the law school to immediately 
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Colorado Law Selected  
for Prestigious Wyss  
Scholars Program 

The Wyss Foundation, a charitable organization 
that promotes land conservation in the 
American West, selected Colorado Law as 
one of six graduate schools nationwide to be   
included in its Wyss Scholars Program. The 
program supports graduate-level education for 
promising leaders in Western land conservation. 

One Wyss Scholar from Colorado Law will be selected 
each year on the basis of leadership potential, 
commitment to furthering land conservation in the 
American West, commitment to pursuing a career in 
nonprofit or public-sector conservation, financial need, 
and academic strength. Scholars receive generous 
financial assistance to cover the full cost of attendance 
for one year of graduate school.  
 
Meet Colorado Law’s Wyss Scholars

Wright Family Foundation Endows Ruth Wright 
(’72) Distinguished Lecture in Natural Resources  

The Getches-Wilkinson Center for Natural Resources, Energy, and the Environment 
(GWC) received a generous gift from the Wright Family Foundation in honor of Ruth 
Wright (’72) to name the Ruth Wright Distinguished Lecture in Natural Resources. 

The lecture, previously known as the GWC Distinguished Lecture series, has brought 
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2012
Michael Fields (’12) joined Colorado Rising Action, a 
state-based initiative of America Rising Action, as executive 
director. He was previously state director for Americans  
for Prosperity Colorado.

Courtney Krause (’12) was tapped to serve as deputy 
legal counsel for Gov. Jared Polis. She previously served  
as an associate on the real estate team at Akerman LLP.

2013
The Sam Cary Bar Association honored Vanessa  
Devereaux (’13) with its Billy Lewis Young Lawyer Award  
at the organization’s annual scholarship awards gala in  
October 2018. Devereaux is assistant attorney general  
in the business and licensing section of the Colorado  
Attorney General’s Office.

The Colorado Bar Association honored Surbhi Garg (’13) 
with its Outstanding Young Lawyer of the Year Award.  
Garg is an associate at Littler Mendelson P.C.’s San Jose, 
California, office.

Jon T. Hoistad (’13) joined McGeady Becher P.C. as  
an associate. His practice emphasizes special districts,  
municipal finance, municipal law, and real estate.

Anne Lee (’13) joined Hewlett Packard Enterprise as of 
counsel on its IP transactions team.

Kayla Nelson (’13) joined Zumalt & Sigler LLC as an asso-
ciate. Nelson’s practice focuses on contested guardianships 
and conservatorships, probate litigation and fiduciary  
representation, and estate planning and administration.

Kelsey Shofner (’13) joined GMR Protection Resources 
Inc., the nationwide leader in ATM lighting compliance,  
facility inspection, and information services, as assistant 
general counsel and director of legal compliance. She is 
responsible for the negotiation and management of all client 
and vendor contracts, commercial insurance, and all other 
general legal matters, and works with the leadership team 
to ensure the company’s policies and practices follow all 
applicable laws and regulations.

Ari Stiller-Shulman (’13) and his wife, Allison, welcomed 
twins, Oren and Aida, on Sept. 8, 2018 (pictured with big 
sister Nina). Stiller-Shulman is an associate at Kingsley & 
Kingsley in Los Angeles, California. 

Hunter Swain (’13) started his own law practice in  
November 2018. At Swain Law, LLC, Swain represents 
whistleblowers and employees in all types of employment- 
related legal matters. He and his wife, Sylvia, are expecting 
a baby boy, Sebastian, in April.

2014
Joseph Gruchawka (’14) started his own law practice 
in September 2018. The practice focuses on plaintiff-side 
wage and hour litigation, contract disputes, and judgment 
collection, and is based in Santa Rosa, California. 

Courtney Shephard (’14) joined Davis Graham & Stubbs 
LLP as an associate in the firm’s natural resources depart-
ment. Her practice focuses on public lands, energy, and 
water resources.

Jeremy Speckhals (’14) joined Kipp and Christian, P.C. 
in Salt Lake City, Utah, in fall 2018. Before joining the 
firm, Speckhals clerked for judges in Colorado, Arizona, 
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Peter C. Dietze (’62) Jan. 4, 2019
Dietze was born in Erfurt, Germany, on Dec. 4, 
1934. At age 15, he escaped from Soviet-oc-
cupied East Germany to West Germany and, in 
1955, immigrated to the U.S. He enrolled at the 
University of Colorado in 1957 and continued 
on to law school. After clerking for U.S. District 
Judge Hatfield Chilson, Dietze became the 
assistant city attorney of Boulder. In 1965 he 
was appointed city attorney, an office he held 
until 1968 when he entered private practice. 
In 1971, he and Joel C. Davis founded the law 

firm of Dietze and Davis, P.C., from which Dietze retired in 2017. Dietze 
was a member of the University of Colorado Board of Regents from 
1978 until 1996, including chair of the board for two one-year terms.  
In 2018, he received the William Lee Knous Award from Colorado Law. 
He is survived by his children, Jill and Mark Dietze, Karen and Rick  
Nelson, and Erika and Jim Fletcher; and five grandchildren.

Paul L. Billhymer (’48) Sept. 8, 2018
Billhymer served in the U.S. Air Force from 1941 to 1945. After law 
school, he was an assistant attorney general in New Mexico and spent 
25 years as chief counsel and executive director for the Upper Colorado 
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Six Questions for  
Megan Ring (’96)
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