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Margot Kaminski joins Colorado Law from The Ohio State 
University Moritz College of  Law, where she served as an assistant 
professor since 2014. Kaminski teaches, researches, and writes on law 
and technology. Her work has focused on privacy, speech, and online 
civil liberties, in addition to international intellectual property law and 
qjlfq nxxzjx wfnxji g~ fwynăhnfq nsyjqqnljshj fsi wtgtynhx3 Xmj lwfizfyji 
from Harvard University and Yale Law School, where she co-founded 
Yale’s Media Freedom and Information Access Clinic, a law school 
clinic dedicated to increasing government transparency, protecting 
freedom of  expression, and defending the work of  news gatherers. 
From 2011 to 2014, Kaminski served as the executive director of  the 
Information Society Project at Yale Law School, an intellectual center 
addressing the implications of  new information technologies for law 
fsi xthnjy~1 |mjwj xmj wjrfnsx fs fẎqnfyji kjqqt|3

Kaminski is currently completing her Fulbright-Schuman 



Benjamin Levin studies criminal law and its collateral 
consequences. His research focuses on the ways in which the 
criminal justice system interacts with tort, civil rights, and labor and 
employment law. Before joining the Colorado Law faculty, Levin 
served as a Climenko Fellow and law lecturer at Harvard Law School. 
At Harvard, he designed and taught an upper-level elective, 
Overcriminalization and the Limits of  Criminal Law, in addition 
yt yjfhmnsl ăwxy2~jfw Qjlfq Wjxjfwhm fsi \wnynsl3 Ns 756;1 mj 
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Ymj Xyfsinsl Wthp Xntz} ywngjúx ălmy flfnsxy ymj Ifptyf Fhhjxx 
pipeline precipitated one of  the largest indigenous rights movements 
in recent American history. What started as a prayer camp established 
by a couple dozen tribal members to advocate against placement 
of  the pipeline on ancestral territory culminated in thousands of  
xzuutwyjwx kwtr fwtzsi ymj lqtgj ywf{jqnsl yt ymj htsĄzjshj tk  ymj 
Cannonball and Missouri rivers in rural North Dakota. While grateful 
for the support, the tribe’s resources were quickly overwhelmed. Thus, 
in September 2016, the American Indian Law Clinic (AILC) at 
Colorado Law entered into an agreement with the tribe to provide 
legal support for the tribe’s opposition to the Dakota Access pipeline.  

First, the AILC established Standing Rock Legal Connect, a hotline 
for those looking to receive or contribute legal assistance. Legal 
Connect was run by AILC students and received more than 400 
emails and phone calls from supporters. Those arrested during the 
direct actions were put in contact with the Water Protector Legal 
Collective, a legal team composed of  criminal defense and civil rights 
attorneys located at the Oceti Sakowin Camp. For those looking to 
donate their time, the AILC compiled a volunteer database so the 
ywngj htzqi vznhpq~ fhhjxx vzfqnăji qjlfq uwtkjxxntsfqx3 

In September 2016, members of  the AILC traveled to North 
Ifptyf yt {nxny ymj wjxjw{fynts fsi |nysjxx ymj jẍjhyx tk  ymj FNQHúx 
|twp ts ymj ywngjúx jẍtwyx yt uwtyjhy nyx qfsi fsi wjxtzwhjx3  Xyzijsyx 
held working meetings with the tribe’s legal department and the 
lawyers based at the camp. The visit provided students with an 
invaluable opportunity to observe the extraordinary gathering 
of  indigenous peoples, and provided students with a truer sense 
of  the people and values their work was supporting.  

As a direct result of  meetings with the tribe, the AILC partnered 
with Colorado Law’s Entrepreneurial Law Clinic to ensure that the 
Xyfsinsl Wthp Xntz} ywngjúx Ąfl fsi qtlt |jwj uwtujwq~ uwtyjhyji 
as the tribe’s intellectual property. 

Next, the AILC worked with the Standing Rock, Cheyenne River, 
and Yankton Sioux tribes to access international remedies. The 
FNQH fsi ymj ywngjx ăwxy gwtzlmy f zsnăji wjvzjxy ktw wjqnjk  yt ymj 
Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). Working 
|nym Jfwymozxynhjúx nsyjwsfyntsfq tẎhj1 ymj FNQH wjvzjxyji f 
÷ymjrfynh mjfwnslø kthzxnsl ts ymj nrufhy tk  j}ywfhyn{j jsjwl~ 
and infrastructure projects on indigenous rights. The AILC provided 



In May 2017, I had the privilege of  presenting at the United Nations 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in Geneva, 
Switzerland, on the role of  copyright law in facilitating access to 
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From the mountains near Marrakesh to the streets of  Casablanca, 
the 16 Colorado Law students in Clinical Professors Colene 
Robinson and Ann England’s Comparative Criminal and 
Juvenile Law course are broadening their knowledge of  the 
qjlfq x~xyjr ymwtzlm ăjqi xyzi~ ns Rtwthht3

The semester-long class, which follows previous comparative law 
htzwxjx tẍjwji fgwtfi ns 7566 fsi 75671 gjlnsx fsi jsix ns Gtzqijw1 
|nym jnlmy if~x tk  ăjqi wjxjfwhm ns Rtwthht ns ymj rniiqj3 Ny uwt{nijx 
a unique collaborative immersion approach to understanding both 
criminal and family law in a global context. 

During the trip, students met with Moroccan judges, advocates, 
prosecutors, defense attorneys, law professors, and nongovernmental 
agencies in Casablanca and Rabat; attended court and lectures 
on Islamic law and society; read original sources and interviewed 
criminal- and juvenile-rights activists; toured prison facilities and 
youth rehabilitation centers; and spent the weekend trekking in 
the Atlas Mountains above Marrakesh. 

“This class is all about taking yourself  out of  this bubble that we live 
in. We live and breathe the United States and the laws here, and it’s 
important to see how other people do things, to broaden our horizons, 
fsi yt qjfws mt| x~xyjrx |twp1ø xfni April Connally (’18).

Leading up to the trip, students selected a research topic, which 
lzniji ymjnw ăjqi xyzi~ ns Rtwthht3 Ymjs1 tshj ymj~ wjyzwsji yt 
ymj Z3X31 xyzijsyx nijsynăji f htrufwfgqj j}ujwnjshj yt tgxjw{j tw 
visit in Colorado. They will present on their impressions about both 
systems to the Colorado Law community at the end of  the semester 
fsi xzgrny fs ns2ijuym ăsfq wjutwy ts ymjnw ăsinslx3 

For those with limited knowledge about another country’s justice 
system, this class allows students to challenge their assumptions 
fgtzy ymj |f~ ymnslx ÷xmtzqiø gj itsj1 Wtgnsxts xfni3 

÷Rfs~ xyzijsyx `ns uwj{ntzx hqfxxjxb qjf{j ymj Z3X3 ymnspnsl ymfy |j 
mf{j ymj nijfq ozxynhj x~xyjr ns ymnx htzsyw~1ø xmj xfni3 ÷\mjs ymj~ 
return home, however, they question those assumptions and ask 
themselves, ‘How can we do something better?’ or conversely, 
ù\mfy fwj |j itnsl ymfyúx wjfqq~ ltti fsi rfpjx f qty tk  xjsxjDúø

In 2011, Robinson (and Professor Clare Huntington) launched 
Htqtwfit Qf|úx ăwxy nsyjwsfyntsfq htrufwfyn{j qf| hqfxx1 |mjwj 
students compared areas of  family law in the U.S. and India, 
nshqzinsl |trjsúx wnlmyx1 hmnqi fgzxj1 xj} ywfẎhpnsl1 fsi itrjxynh 
violence. While in India, they also volunteered at an anti-human-
ywfẎhpnsl twlfsn fynts fsi rjy |nym qf| xyzijsyx ns Gfslfqtwj3  
The following year, Robinson and England combined their respective 
expertise in juvenile law and criminal law into a comparative law 
class in Ecuador, where students researched criminal justice and 
child protection law. Notably, they visited a women’s prison where 
women were allowed to live with their children; sat in on trials; 
and interviewed litigants, attorneys, public defenders, district 
attorneys, and children in local schools.

“For law students, who are still in the process of  building and shaping 
their thoughts about our justice system and the law, trips like these 
fqqt| ymjr yt xyfwy |nym f rtwj tujs kwfrj|twp1ø Jslqfsi xfni3 
“The more ideas you have on the table, the better you will be at what 
you do. I think these kinds of  classes, where students can be involved 
and meet people from all over the world and get new ideas, will help 
them be able to come back and shape the future of  our legal system 
ymwtzlmtzy ymjnw hfwjjwx3ø

Ashlee Arcilla (’12) participated in the Ecuador trip and now serves 
fx ijuzy~ inwjhytw tk  ymj Htqtwfit TẎhj tk  Wjxutsijsy Ufwjsyxú 
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From the depths of  the Grand Canyon in 1869, John Wesley Powell, 
f tsj2fwrji Fwr~ {jyjwfs |mt qji ymj ăwxy xzhhjxxkzq j}ujinynts tk  
ymj Htqtwfit Wn{jw1 |wtyj1 ÷`\bj mf{j fs zspst|s inxyfshj ~jy yt 
wzs1 fs zspst|s wn{jw yt j}uqtwj3ø Ut|jqq |fx ns inwj xywfnyx@ mj mfi 
qtxy mnx xhnjsynăh nsxywzrjsyx fsi rtxy tk  mnx ktti1 fsi zspst|s 
perils lay downstream. Nonetheless, Powell’s crew completed the 
journey and returned with invaluable observations. Today, the river’s 
geography is mapped to the minutest detail. Yet Powell’s words apply 
as much in 2017 as they did the day they were penned. 

From its headwaters in Rocky Mountain National Park to its now-
sandy delta in Mexico, the Colorado River is dotted with dams and 
diversions, supplying water to upwards of  40 million people across 
two countries, seven states, and 28 tribal nations. The Colorado River 
is also the cultural heart of  the Southwest, serving as a jaw-dropping 
recreational paradise and home to many tribes’ sacred sites. That 
complex background convinced Professor Sarah Krakoff that the 
legal framework governing the Colorado River could only truly 
be understood by getting our feet wet. Two years ago, she started 
planning a class that would culminate in a two-week rafting journey 
through the heart of  the Colorado River, the Grand Canyon. 

Last spring, that class became a reality. Seventeen students, including 
myself, studied the legal and policy issues of  the Colorado River re-















STRENGTHENING ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE   

Colorado Law is already a top law school, recently ranked 36th in 
the nation by U.S. News & World Report. Key to its strengths and 
reputation are the quality of  the education provided and the quality 
of  the research and programming advanced. To maintain and elevate 
its strengths, Colorado Law must retain and attract faculty members 
who have, or have the potential to earn, national or international 
reputations for excellence. Colorado Law must provide these faculty 
fsi fxxthnfyji xyfẍ |nym ymj rjfsx yt gznqi fhfijrnh uwtlwfrrnsl 
geared toward student success, maximizing career opportunities, 
and addressing the challenges of  the 21st century.

Endowed faculty professorships and chairs provide Colorado 
Law with funding and prestige to help retain faculty who are being 
actively recruited by other law schools and to attract top faculty 
from across the country and world. Alumni and friends with the 
resources to endow a chair, professorship, or faculty fellowship 
kthzxnsl ts f xujhnăh fwjf tk  qf| tw utqnh~ hfs rfpj f xnlsnăhfsy 
impact on Colorado Law’s future and on the continued excellence 
of  its faculty. Our world-class research centers and programs, 
which are platforms for the exchange of  ideas, experiential 
learning, and legal innovation, also depend on the generous 
support of  our alumni and friends. More information is 
available at KWTWZILW�ML]�TI_�NIK]T\a�MVLW_UMV\[ 
and KWTWZILW�ML]�TI_�ZM[MIZKP.

If you are interested in making a donation to help Colorado 
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APRIL 2017
“One of  the most rewarding things for me—
in light of  all the turmoil and changes at the 
federal level—is seeing the greater impact 
that Denver can have on the day-to-day lives 
of  people living in the city. If  we stay true to 
tzw {fqzjx1 |j hfs wjfqq~ rfpj f inẍjwjshj3ø

Kristin Bronson (’97)
City Attorney
City and County of  Denver

MAY 2017
“The train of  life is going to take you to 
really strange and interesting places, 
and all of  it is because you’ve gotten 
~tzw ynhpjy uzshmji fx f qf|~jw3ø

Jeffery Grimes (’90)
In-house Counsel
ARC Document Solutions, Inc. 

JUNE 2017
“What really excited me about commercial 
litigation is just the complexity of  the cases 
and the law because intellectual stimulation 
nx ijăsnyjq~ xtrjymnsl ymfy iwn{jx rj3ø

Sarah Wallace (’99)
Partner



“While I’ve learned not to be afraid to utilize 
my network when I need to, I also consid-
er helping others to be an important part 
of  networking. Even at my vintage, I can 
connect people, describe my experiences, or 
proofread a friend’s job application. Recog-
nizing that paying it forward is more import-
ant than receiving advice or introductions 
rfpjx sjy|twpnsl rzhm rtwj htrktwyfgqj3ø

Abigail Wallach (’15)
Associate Attorney, Civil Litigation 
Wheeler Trigg O’Donnell, LLP

“I think your professional network is insepa-
rable from your career. What are careers if  
not successive and expanding networks of  
professional relations? Networking is critically 
important for developing a career, but I don’t 
think it works if  you’re doing it solely to get 
~tzw ăwxy otg -tw ymj sj}y tsj.3 N ymnsp tk  
networking more as building relationships—
friendships—with people who have similar 
uwtkjxxntsfq nsyjwjxyx tw ujwxujhyn{jx3ø

John H. Cook IV (’15)
In-house Counsel
DISH Network

“Networking literally got me my job. I  
remember all the networking sessions at  
Colorado Law. The message was often:  
‘Put yourself  out there and keep trying and 
you will be amazed at what happens.’ I’m not 
afraid to admit I didn’t believe that when  
I was in school. Now, I am a networking 
evangelist. I preach networking to everyone. 
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