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September.  Prior to your presentation, each group will schedule a brief organizational meeting with
Prof. Carlos.  Each group will hand in a six page written assessment of the article at the time of the
class presentation.   More exact details will be provided in class.

Examinations:

Both the midterm and the final examinations will be take home examinations and will be posted on the
class site on the Economics Department home page under courses. All examinations must be double
spaced and typed.

Midterm 1    -    posted Oc

http://www.colorado.edu/Economics/courses/Fall


3

Topic Outline and Readings

1. Introduction and Long Term Growth

The central theme of this course is the development of the modern economy in Europe.  A
question which must be addressed, therefore, is exactly how this modern economy differs from the
traditional agrarian economy which preceded it. What are the variables one would use to
distinguish between a modern and a traditional society?  This, it should be realized, is the same
question addressed in courses on development economics, although from a different perspective.

- Cameron and Neal, ch. 1 and 2
- Jared Diamond, Guns Germs and Steel, ch. 10

2. Europe First - When and Where?

- Robert C. Allen, “The Great Divergence in European Wages and Prices from the Middle Ages
to the First World War”, Explorations in Economic History, Vol 38, October 2001: 411-47.
- Carol Shiue and Wolfgang Keller, “Markets in China and Europe on the eve of the Industrial
Revolution, working paper, <www.nber.org/papers/w10778>

  - Gregory Clark, “The Condition of the Working Class in England, 1209-2004, Journal of
Political Economy, vol 113, Dec 2005, pp. 1307-40.

    - N.F.R. Crafts, British Economic Growth During the Industrial Revolution ch. 3

3. Medieval Europe: Resources and Expansion
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- Cameron and Neal, pp. 165-168
- Robert C. Allen, “Trac






