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Email: !"#"$"%&'"()*'*#"+*$,+-. 

Voice: (720) 327-1396  

Additional ways to contact Dr. Avila: 
• Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays 10 am -12:15 pm using Zoom: 

https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/saraavila 
!
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I am an economics instructor with two decades of experience teaching in public and private universities. 
My research interests are in the fields of environmental and urban economics. I have worked on topics 
related to air quality, climate change, urban transportation, and biodiversity conservation.  I am 
passionate about building understanding in a diverse environment. I am always learning about better 
methods to communicate and teach.  
I am also an avid runner and have a deep affection for the Mexican food. 
 

/,#0.12"#23 Jan 25, 2021 
/,#0.45+3.May 9, 2020 

 

7865-:!;:9-"4:! !
Canvas is our class website: .

• Login using your University of Colorado Boulder identikey and password 
https://canvas.colorado.edu/  

• Under Course List, click “ECON 4818: Introduction to Econometrics” 
• Note: all email correspondence will be through your CU Boulder email address. 

o Do not use the Canvas email or messages, it is not checked.  
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This course provides an introduction to the theory and applications of modern econometrics. The course 
reviews hypothesis testing and mathematical expectations and then introduces the linear regression 
model.   

The course has four parts organized into fourteen modules. The first part of the course provides an 
overview of how data is appropriately collected and how to explore data using visual and numerical 
methods.  The second part introduces probability theory, discrete and continuous probability 
distributions, and mathematical expectation.  The third part introduces sampling distributions, confidence 
intervals, and hypothesis testing. Finally, the last section applies statistical inference to population means, 
proportions, and simple regressions. 
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This free e-book provides instruction on programming in R. But mainly we are going to implement the 
things we learn from the book in R.  You are welcome to use other programming packages if you are 
proficient in them (for example in STATA), but direct support will be provided in R  
!
-6<<A:@:34/A!@/4:5"/A!
You 



 
ECON 4818: Introduction to Econometrics 
 



 
ECON 4818: Introduction to Econometrics 
 

5 
 

Mini-Project!(150 POINTS) – There will be one individual mini project.  This assignment will be 3 pages in 
length (2 pages of content and 1 page of resources), single spaced, Times New Roman 12 point font, 1” 
margins. This writing assignment as well as a 4-minute presentation will be submitted through Canvas. 
You will investigate your own hypothesis. This paper will encompass most of what we have learned in 
the class.   
 
Exams.(290 POINTS) – There will be two (2) exams. The proctored midterm exam is worth 140 points 
and th



 
ECON 4818: Introduction to Econometrics 
 

6 
 

 
Additional ways to contact Dr. Avila: 
• Online Office Hours: Wednesdays and Thursdays 10 am -12:15 pm using Zoom 

(https://cuboulder.zoom.us/my/saraavila) 
General Course Announcements 
• Announcements:  Please check the “announcements” section on Canvas.  

!
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CU Boulder uses Canvas.   
Here is the list of recommended system requirements: Canvas Computer Specifications Page  
Here is the detailed list of internet browsers in Windows, MacOS, iOS and Android: Supported Browsers 
Page  
 
Technical Support 

• Canvas technical support. If you are experiencing issues with Canvas please contact: 
o CU Boulder's Help desk at 303-735-4357 (5-HELP) or help@colorado.edu. 5-Help will 

answer your call: Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday and 
Sunday from noon to 6:00 p.m., Closed during University Holidays  

o On your computer, click the “help” (?) icon on the left side of Canvas, once logged in 
o Within the Canvas App, you can search the Canvas support guides, Report a Problem or 

chat with Canvas Support 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
• Connect tech support:  

o http://mpss.mhhe.com/  or http://bit.ly/StudentRegistration  
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Course Withdrawal Policy: Any student who wishes to withdraw from the course must submit a request 
directly to Continuing Education. For complete information, please visit their website at 
https://ce.colorado.edu/resources/topics/dates-and-deadlines-general-info/  
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Each lecture you will complete a series of critical thinking questions that reflect material from the 
various delivery formats and required readings.  It is your responsibility to turn in each assignment on 
the required date.  Exercises or discussion postings turned in after the scheduled due date will be 
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