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to science. The course will be tailored build students’ critical thinking skills in the 

sciences to prepare them for both STEM coursework and undergraduate research. 

3. Fall 2023 Weekend Research Experience & Community Building Retreat. Students will 

attend an immersive weekend retreat at the CU Mountain Research Station. Similar to 

LINC (our bridge program for current CU students), retreat programming will be a mix of 

community building activities and academic programming. The academic programming 

for this retreat will be tailored to a laboratory experience that is integrated into the 

Scientific Literacy course.  

4. Spring 2024 Natural Science Colloquium. Students will attend bi-monthly community 

events led by participating departments. These events will be open to all MASP students 

and may include laboratory visits, professor talks, workshops on STEM success 

strategies, undergraduate research networking, etc. Students in the cohort will receive 

one credit (pass/fail) for participating in these events.  

In addition to the specific program components, students will have access to all other MASP 

resources, such as mentoring (by Dr. Semsar) and use of the MASP office space including 

computers and printing.  

The long-term goal of this project is to kick-start the growth of a new cohort model that is high-

touch the first year with the potential of creating new tailored pathways and programming that 

can extend after the scholarship year. In future years, a larger cohort could be recruited and 

could draw on program alums to serve as student mentors.  

 

Project Budget: 

Instructor (1 credit) $5040 

Instructor summer money (1 month) $6250 

Learning Assistants / Peer Mentors (2 - $1500/student per semester) $6000 

Orientation (meals and ropes course) $1,000  

Weekend Lab Experience 

 Lodging ($1290) 

 Lab space ($280) 

 Lab supplies ($400) 

 Transportation ($800) 

 Food ($500) 

$3,270 

Spring Programming $3,000 
Scholarships ($1000/per student for 1 semester) $15,000* 

Total



Appendix  

Chart 1: Retention 

 

 

Chart 2: Graduation Rates 

 

 

Table 1: Campus Climate Survey for Natural Science Undergrads (Agree/Strongly Agree) 

 
 

1st Gen Non 1st 
Gen 

White SOC Asian 

I have made friends here. 69 73 66 62 63 

At CU, I’m treated like I belong. 46 57 59 47 45 

Faculty are invested in my success. 46 56 55 51 54 

I feel supported. 44 49 51 43 43 

I have a sense of community. 36 46 47 39 40 

I feel valued 38 43 44 38 40 

I do not feel left out 39 43 46 36 36 
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